EPICS-2

North East PDP / ePortfolio Forum

Notes of initial meeting 8th February 2007 Northumbria University
Present: 

Simon Cotterill. Geoff Hammond, Jamie Thompson, Jackie Adamson, Wendy Clark, Martin Edney, Lowry McComb, Paul Pinkney, Bob Bell, Dave Webster, Maria Hawthorne, Paul Horner.

Apologies:
Jon Ridley, Alan White, Nick Sutton

Notes:
· The Agenda and objectives for the meeting were agreed. (See attachments 1 and 2).

The key themes of EPICS-2 were reviewed around five key themes. (See attachments 3 and 4)

· Forum meetings. It was agreed that four themed meetings of the forum take place between May and December this year with a final plenary forum event in January / February 2008.
Hosting the meetings will be shared amongst the participating institutions.

· Schedule.

· ‘Learning experiences in a World of Change’. May / June at Teesside University; An exploration of the learner journey across school, FE, HE (UG, PG), employment and professional qualification.
 Why do people begin learning journeys? What’s in it for me (learner / teacher)? Personalised learning. Engaging learners with ePortfolio. What do we know about transitions? What is it that needs to move across phases of learning? Showcase, discussion, identification of key questions and issues, review? Contact: Paul Pinkney, Diane Nutt.
· Showcase on Work Based Learning. Date to be arranged. Jointly with RSC probably at the Innovation Centre, Sunderland. How can technology support work based learning? Vocational learning, Comport(?), HE. Date? Template for gathering case study material from the day? Poster Boards? Contact: Bob Bell
· Social Networking. September / October. Venue Newcastle (to be arranged). Different ways of thinking about ePortfolio and PDP. The social. Learner centred learning. Culture. Style (Netiquette). EPICS-2 progress. Guest speaker. Contact: To be confirmed (Simon Cotterill?)
· ‘Getting it Right; policy and strategy for PDP / ePortfolio’. November / December at Durham University. Resonating with government and other agendas. Perhaps target strategic managers. Expert guest speaker from region (or panel). (Bob? Geoff?) Invite UforNE, ONE, Sector Skills, Lifelong Learning Network etc. Contact: Martin Edny / Lowry McComb
· ‘Plenary Event: EPICS-2’  January / February 2008. Venue to be confirmed.

· Student involvement. Everyone will take some responsibility for involving students from their institution / sector.

· On-line community. The EPICS-2 address should be disseminated as widely as possible and Simon will give access to the on-line community on request.
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� Suggested format short 5+ minute back to back slots from each sector. A good contact for Schools is John Pallister, who is involved in MOSEP, an  EU portfolio project - http://mosep.elggspaces.com/jpallister/weblog/, someone from the COMPORT project would be good for FE, Newcastle University have a institution-wide Postgrad portfolio





